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Commander’s Corner – David Hefler 
We had a great turnout on DoDues Day, 
with many new members joining the Village 
Vets. If you haven’t renewed yet, please 
leave your dues check for $10 per person, 
at the Clubhouse. We plan to have great 
speakers and events in the coming year. 
 
Our next Village Vets General Meeting will 
be in Abravanel Hall on Thursday, January 
26, 2023, and will feature the new President 
of the Army and Navy Academy in Carlsbad, 
retired US Army Major General, Peggy 
Combs. She will talk about her thirty-three 
years of military experience and about the 
history of the Academy, whose mission is to 
educate, mentor, and develop good 
character and leadership in young men. Our 

meeting will begin at 3:00 P.M. 
Refreshments will be served. 

For our March 23rd Village Vets General 
Meeting, in Abravanel Hall at 3:00 P.M. 
we’ve invited Tommy Moore, a veteran, 
Community Outreach Representative and 
currently an active-duty Navy Chief, to talk 
about the Shelter to Soldier organization. 
 
In the news recently, Shelter to Soldier™ is 
a CA 501c3 nonprofit organization in 
Oceanside that adopts dogs from local 
shelters and trains them to become 
psychiatric service dogs for post-9/11 
combat veterans suffering from Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI) and/or other injuries 
associated with traumatic service 
experiences. Every day, 20 US veterans and 
1 active duty service member are lost to 
suicide.  The organization is intent on 
reducing the number of suicides and saving 
the lives of dogs in local shelters. Their 
motto is “Saving lives two at a time.” 

We expect Tommy will have his certified 
therapy dog and Canine Ambassador for STS 
“Moose” with him.   

 If you need a new flag or holder please 
contact Bob St.Laurent at (336)509-8788. 
He can help. We only ask for a donation to 
cover our costs.   

A VET IN OUR VILLAGE  

  
                          Bill Vogel 
Bill Vogel was born and raised in Los 
Angeles. Just a few changes have occurred 
since then. During WWII, Bill got his parents 
to approve his joining the service at 
seventeen years of age. He checked with a 
recruiter for the Marine Corps, and the 
recruiter assured him that the Marines 
would not call on him until he completed 
high school and graduated. The Army would 
not make a similar promise. As it turned 
out, the Marine Corps recruiter lied. Bill is 
still mad. He got called to active duty prior 
to finishing high school. 



Two things worked to Bill’s advantage in the 
Marines. The first, oddly enough, was a 
problem with his heart – the doctor heard a 
heart murmur. This disqualified Bill from 
combat duty, although it did not disqualify 
him from serving. Please note that Bill is 
alive and well and living in OHCC to this day, 
so there probably wasn’t any problem with 
his heart. The second thing was Bill knew 
how to type. Nowadays, every kid grows up 
knowing how to type (how to write is 
another thing), but in the 1940’s, the ability 
to type was a valuable skill, especially in an 
all-male service as the Marine Corps was at 
the time. Bill worked a series of office jobs, 
freeing up someone who didn’t have a 
heart murmur for overseas duty. 

While in the Marines Bill was stationed in 
San Diego, with some time at Camp 
Pendleton. When he was discharged after 
the war ended, he was a Private First Class. 
While he did not attend college, he worked 
as an entrepreneur and started several 
businesses. Bill is father to five children and 
has ten grandchildren and ten great-
grandchildren. He has lived in OHCC for 
around 20 years, and actually watched it 
being built under the original name of 
Leisure Village. 

 
      

             Molto Bene, Ike 
In 1979, a group of officers and crew from 
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) met 
Pope John Paul II in St. Peter's Square and 
presented him with one the IKE's gold 
embroidered ball caps. 

 
The Pontiff immediately donned the hat 
over his zucchetto. (US Naval Institute) 
 
First to land on a warship 
in 1911, Eugene Ely became the first pilot to 
land a plane on a warship when he touched 
down on the armored cruiser USS 
Pennsylvania in San Francisco Bay. The 
Pennsylvania had been fitted with a special 
platform and a crude arresting system of 
ropes and sandbags. (USNI) 

 

 

COVID-19 impacted test scores 
Success in educational testing is a big part 
of military recruitment. The military gives 
potential recruits the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test, 
which assesses if someone is eligible for 
military service, and helps determine which 
military jobs they’re qualified for. The 
ASVAB includes multiple tests which fall 
into four categories of math, verbal, science 
and technical, and spatial. Scores from four 
of those tests make up a potential recruit’s 
Armed Forces Qualification Test, which 
determines if they meet the standard for 
the service they intend to join.  
 
Those testing scores have gotten 
increasingly worse over the last few years. 
That problem has been repeatedly brought 
up by Army leaders after the service 
experienced its worst recruiting crisis in 
decades. Army Chief of Staff Gen. James 
McConville said in September that only a 
third of prospective recruits were passing 
the ASVAB. Lt. Gen. Maria Gervais, deputy 
commander of U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command, told reporters in July 
that there was a 9% decline in ASVAB scores 
because of “remote schooling,” which 
“negatively affected the Army’s ability to 
meet its recruiting targets.”  (Courtesy Task 
& Purpose) 

 

  


