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Commander’s Corner -     About 6,235 active-
duty military personnel, in 40 teams have been 
tapped to support COVID-19 vaccination 
centers across the country.  About 1/3 are 
already in place working through FEMA.  They 
will administer roughly 52,000 shots per day.  
  
The Senate has introduced a measure that 
would expand disability benefits to veterans 
who served less than 20 years of service before 
being medically retired.  Currently only military 
retirees with at least 20 years of service, and at 
least 50% disability collect full retirement and 
disability pay.  This may soon change. 
 
 Military dependent and retiree I.D. Cards that 
were to expire in 2020 have been extended to 
June 2021. A newly designed card, Real-Time 
Automated Personnel Identification Card 
System(RAPIDS) replaces the old cards.  The 
new cards being currently issued are much 

more durable and have advanced built-in 
security to prevent fraud. 
 
 The Pentagon has been tasked to better track 
absentee and military ballots from overseas. It 
is known that some States do not count them 
unless they feel it could change the outcome of 
an election. 

A VET IN OUR VILLAGE 
 Tom Brennan 

 

    Tom Brennan in 1962 

Tom was born in Jackson Heights, NY, which is 
in New York City, and spent his early years in 
New York. He went to Fordham University, and 
while there participated in the Marines’ Platoon 
Leaders Course, 10 weeks of intensive training 
during the summer, an alternative to NROTC or 
OCS. He was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant 
upon graduation. But his active service was 
deferred so that he could attend law school, at 
Harvard, for three years. 

He then went to training at Quantico, VA, 
where most of the instructing officers were 2nd 
or 1st Lieutenants. But by virtue of time in 
service during law school, Tom was now a 
Captain and outranked the instructors. To make 
it less awkward, he wore a lesser rank insignia. 
Tom asked for Vietnam duty and was sent to 
Camp Pendleton, which was a staging area for 
Vietnam. But after a short time, Tom’s CO called 
him in and informed him he would not be going 
to Vietnam. Tom’s brother was already there, 
an artillery officer, and after the loss of the 
Seven Sullivans in WWII the Navy Department 
did not send brothers into the same theater of 
war. He then went to Naval Justice School in 
Newport, RI, learning how to be a military 
lawyer. As a trial lawyer, he argued cases before 
the Court of Military Appeals in Washington, 
D.C., and later came back to Pendleton where 
there was an abundance of legal work, often for 
unauthorized absence in the build-up for 
Vietnam. But he did have three capital cases, 
one of which brought him to Da Nang for 
several days to interview witnesses. 

Tom’s most rewarding case was to help a 
Marine major who had lost part of his leg in 
combat. A Medical Board tribunal of Naval 
officers (notoriously unsympathetic to Marines) 
wanted to medically dismiss him from the 
service, but Tom worked with the base XO, 
whom he knew from church, to find a major 
administrative position at the base PX and 
persuaded the tribunal to approve it. The major 



was able to complete his military career and 
retired as a colonel. 

Tom married his wife Cathy, a Coronado native, 
after separating from the Marines in 1968. He 
joined the Paul Hastings law firm in L.A., which 
had grown to one of the 50 largest law firms in 
the country by the time he retired, 42 years 
later. Tom is also a member of the prestigious 
Jonathan Club in L.A., which claims former 
presidents and astronauts among its members. 
He was a board member and is a former 
president of the club. 

Tom and Cathy have two children and five 
grandchildren. They’ve lived in OHCC since 
2009. He’s a member of the Racquet Club and is 
on the Village Vets board. You may have read 
his monthly real estate column in the Village 
Voice. 

Members Renewals for 2021- Treasurer Robert 
Smith reports that nearly half of our 2020 
members have still not renewed for 2021. We 
realize that some clubs have waived their dues 
this year because they are inactive and have no 
expenses. Your Board has decided that due to 
the costs for the Bugle and our continuing 
support for the Marine unit at Camp Pendleton, 
we would continue the $10 annual dues. Please 
get your check to Bob Smith at 5059 Dassia Way 
and you will not be dropped from our rolls.  

Pendleton Update Col. Dan Whitley reported at 
the Oceanside Chamber Military Affairs meeting 
this month that vaccine shortages have affected 
the base. They hope to begin vaccinating 
dependents in late March. COVID vaccinations 

are NOT mandatory for service members and 
around 40% are saying no. The Colonel expects 
the vaccinations to become mandatory 
eventually, like all the other vaccinations. 

 

Denis McDonough – New secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

“If confirmed,” said Mr. McDonough, who once 
served as President Barack Obama’s chief of 
staff, “I will dedicate myself, with every fiber of 
my being, to fulfilling what President Biden 
rightly refers to as our country’s most sacred 
obligation: to prepare and equip our troops that 
we send in harm’s way, and to care for them 
and their families when they return.” 
The department over the years has endured a 
number of scandals over wait times for veteran 
care and other ethics issues. A $16 billion 
overhaul of the veterans medical records 
system was delayed last year amid technical 
and training glitches. And female veterans have 
repeatedly complained about sexual 
harassment and worse while seeking care at the 
department’s facilities. 

Mr. McDonough, like Defense Secretary Lloyd J. 
Austin III, said he would work to root out sexual 
harassment at his department “on day one.” 

“This won’t be easy,” he said. “The Department 
of Veterans Affairs faces great challenges, 
challenges made even more daunting by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Its capabilities have not 
always risen to the needs of our veterans.” 
Thanks to the New York Times for this report and photo. 
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