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Commander’s Corner – David Hefler 
There will be a Village Vets General meeting on 
September 22, 2022, at the Clubhouse at 3:00 
P.M.  All members are invited to attend.  We 
will have Bob Bechill, an OHCC resident and 
Navy Vet as our special speaker for you.  As 
usual, refreshments will be served. You won’t 
want to miss this meeting.  We will also be 
asking for nominations for our 2023 Village Vets 
Board. 
 
The date for our offsite visit is October 20, 
2022. We’ll go to Camp Pendleton’s 
Mechanized Museum and the historic Ranch 
House. The cost for bus transportation will be 
$25 per person.  Please have your checks in by 
October 10th at the Clubhouse front desk, made 
out to OHCC Village Vets and marked “offsite 
trip” somewhere in your check.  We will stop for 
lunch between the two locations. Use the 

restrooms before boarding the bus as they are 
somewhat limited at the locations. 
 
 Everyone please be at the overflow parking lot 
at 8:45 A.M. ready to go, on October 20th as we 
will be leaving at 9:00 A.M. sharp for this event. 
 
On November 11th at 11:00 A.M. in Abravanel 
Hall, we will be having our Veterans Day 
Celebration. Donna Russell will emcee with 
many outside groups joining us at the 
celebration, as in the past. Please join us.  
Everyone is welcome.  This year’s theme will be 
“Women Warriors.”  Our guest speaker will be 
retired Air Force Brigadier General Carmelita 
Schimmenti, an OHCC resident. 
  
For our December 10, 2022 Village Vets Holiday 
Party we will have a grand dinner planned, 
catered by the Village Kitchen & Pie Shoppe 
from Carlsbad.  The Arrowhead Band will 
entertain.  The cost is $40 for members and $45 
for guests.  Please have your checks to the 
Clubhouse front desk by December 1st made 
out to OHCC Village Vets and marked “Holiday 
Party”.  Also include your preference of chicken, 
beef or vegan for each person. We will also 
invite and sponsor military personnel and their 
guests to be at each table as in the past. We 
also ask our members help to sponsor a 
military guest or two.  
 
New Flag Distribution 
We have a new volunteer to handle distribution 
of new and replacement flags. His name is Bob 
St. Laurent, and his mobile is 336-509-8788. 
Many thanks to Tom Brennan for his years of 
providing this service. 

A VET IN OUR VILLAGE  
 Bob St. Laurent 

 
Bob grew up in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
You can still hear a little New England in his 
speech. After high school, he was unable to go 
to college because his family couldn’t afford it. 
He was looking for some structure and 
direction, and with a $10K recruitment bonus as 
further motivation, he joined the U.S. Army in 
1973, making him a post-Vietnam veteran. 

Bob went to basic training at Ft. Dix, N.J., and to 
Infantry school at Ft Polk, Louisiana. He was 
then sent to Ft. Knox, KY, for training in how to 



drive a tank. He was stationed in what was then 
West Germany, where his unit was part of the 
defense of the Fulda Gap, which contained two 
corridors of lowlands through which tanks could 
have been driven had the Soviets attempted to 
gain crossings of the Rhine. Bob worked on fire 
direction for a three-gun team, trained by a 
Vietnam vet E-7 who had enough and got out. 
Bob took over his job as a PFC. During his time 
in the Infantry, Bob was awarded the Expert 
Infantry Badge. 

Bob reenlisted for three years after his four-
year commitment was up, but when he neared 
the end of that commitment, he was bitten by 
the Army’s practice of using European-style 
dates. He requested and was promised a 
transfer to Supply as of March 7, 1981, but the 
paperwork se signed had a date of 03-07-81. In 
Army-speak that was 3 July, not 7 March, so he 
would be doing another year in Infantry before 
changing to Supply. Bob had no desire to 
continue in his present position for another 
year and was able eventually to get out after 
researching how to present his case by studying 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice in the base 
library. He considered it a breach of contract, 
but the term “unfulfilled commitment” was the 
key to getting his honorable discharge. 

After the service, Bob worked in the steel 
business, went to school at night, and after a 
long and determined effort got his B.S. degree 
in 2001 from Daniel Webster College in Nashua, 
NH. The G.I. Bill helped, as did his employer, L.B. 

Foster. Bob was surprised to receive a $10K 
raise ten days after graduation, as a result of 
earning his degree. Among the projects Bob 
worked on was the new Tappan Zee (Mario 
Cuomo) Bridge over the Hudson River in upstate 
New York. 

Bob met his wife Charlotte on the golf course, 
both avid golfers. They married on 10-10-10 – 
no more date format confusion, it’s the same 
both ways. In mid-pandemic, June 2020, they 
moved to OHCC from Greensboro, N.C. They are 
still recovering from downsizing, a familiar 
problem in the community. 

U.S. Volunteers in the Royal Air Force 

 

While the U.S. remained neutral in 1940, 
hundreds of American pilots volunteered for 
the RAF's Eagle Squadrons. William Taylor had 
been an aviator in the USNR and USMC before 
joining the Royal Navy and then transferring to 
the RAF. He rejoined the USNR in 1941 

 

North County Veteran Stand Down 

 

Help us give Veterans a hand up in 2022 by 
volunteering your talents. 

We need shuttle drivers, pet zone helpers, clothes 
sorters, registration aides and more. From our board 
members to our one-day volunteers, we run fully on 

volunteer power. 

Contact us at: info@ncvsd.org 
or see https://ncstanddown.org  

 
 


