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Commander’s Corner  
On June 30th a few of our OHCC Village Vets 
attended the Change of Command 
Ceremony at the 1st ANGLICO Company at 
Camp Pendleton.  Their new Commander is 
LTC Morris Sharber.  This organization 
participates with us on our OHCC Veteran’s 
Day Celebration and our annual Holiday 
Party which is to be held on December 11th 
2021, so please hold the date open.  We 
want to also sponsor as many Marines and 
Sailors as we have in past Village Vets 
Parties. 
 
The first Village Vets Meeting this year will 
be held at Abravanel Hall on Thursday July 
22nd at 3:00 P.M.  Everyone is invited.  
Refreshments will be served. Our Guest 
Speaker is Steve Dilley, Executive Director 

of VetArt.  The VetArt program is free for 
veterans, and provides art classes in 
multiple media at two nearby North County 
locations. Many OHCC residents have 
already enjoyed working with VetArt. 
 
For our August 26th Village Vets Club 
meeting, the guest speaker will be the most 
famous pilot you never heard of.  He is Vista 
resident, Alex Poddoubnyi.  Those who have 
heard him speak say he has a fun and 
interesting story.  Alex, a Ukrainian (not 
Russian!!) defected from the Soviet Union 
while ferrying cargo through San Diego.  He 
is an accomplished pilot and successful 
businessman.  In the Soviet Union he was 
very famous and admired during his flying 
career.    
  
Greg Coffey and I will again be helping at 
BINGO at their first game this year. Doors 
will open at Abravanel Hall at 6:00 PM on 
Saturday, July 24th.  We know many Vets 
Club members and friends will be there.      
 
As you may be aware, we continue to 
provide support to our military friends even 
over the past year.  Our dues are $10 per 
person, and make checks made out to 
OHCC Vets Club. They can be paid at the 
Clubhouse Front Desk.  Please mark it “2021 
dues” and include your phone number or 
email on your check so we can contact you 
for any additional information.   We will 
keep members informed via the Bugle both 
on-line and delivered to tubes. 

A VET IN OUR VILLAGE  
 David Stinchcomb, M.D. 

 

Dave is a physician who was assigned to the 
U.S. Coast Guard during the Vietnam conflict. 
The Coast Guard used to have cutters serve at 
“Ocean Stations”, at locations in the middle of 
the ocean, both Atlantic and Pacific, to provide 
navigation assistance, weather information, 
and, if necessary, rescue assistance to aircraft 
flying over the ocean and to other vessels. This 
duty was isolated – the ships might be gone for 
six weeks or more, operating independently, 
with no refueling or reprovisioning of any kind. 
Coast Guard cutters did not normally have a 
doctor on board, but for ocean stations, doctors 
were assigned. They were given officer rank and 
lived in the wardroom. 

That is why Dave got to spend six weeks at sea 
at Ocean Station Victor, halfway between 
Hawaii and Japan, during the winter of 1964-
1965, aboard the US Coast Guard Cutter 
Matagorda, a 311’ ship of WWII vintage loaned 
to the USCG by the Navy. There were no serious 



medical problems for Dave to deal with, and no 
combat, but one morning at 0200 the crew was 
called to battle stations because the US was 
commencing initial bombing of North Vietnam. 
The Pacific seas were rough enough that winter 
to have the main deck secured 50% of the time. 
Dave learned great respect for the military . . . 
and for the ocean. 

 

USCGC Matagorda 

What Dave missed most while in the Coast 
Guard was land. Didn’t see it for six weeks. 

Dave was only in the USCG for one year. He 
worked as an ophthalmologist in New Mexico 
from 1970 until 2006. His wife Ann died 
unexpectedly here in Ocean Hills in 2018. Dave 
still owns a residence on Cordoba and expects 
to live here again as of this winter.   

Would you like to help with The Bugle? Due to 
some pending travel, it may be a problem to get 
the Bugle published on time. Please call Jim at 
760-593-9994 if you would like to help. No 
salary, no benefits. Will train you. 

Assistance with COVID Funeral 
Expenses 

The US Government offers reimbursement 
for funeral expenses to families who have 

lost loved ones due to COVID 19.  
COVID-19 Funeral Assistance Helpline 

844-684-6333 | TTY: 800-462-7585 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday - Friday 

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern Time 

Reimbursement may be up to $9,000 per family 
member. You will need a death certificate 
listing COVID 19 as the cause of death. 

Vaccination problems – from the NY Times 7/1 

WASHINGTON — Denis McDonough, the 
secretary of veterans affairs, said this week that 
he was considering a move to compel workers 
at V.A. hospitals to get vaccinated, fearing that 
centers with low vaccination rates were risking 
the health of veterans seeking care. 

The military is also struggling to fully vaccinate 
more troops across all service branches. While 
the Army and Navy are outpacing the civilian 
population in vaccine uptake, the Air Force and 
the Marine Corps have faced greater 
challenges. About 68 percent of active-duty 
members have had at least one dose, officials 
said. 

President Biden could legally require members 
of the military to get vaccinated, but so far he 
has declined to exercise that power even as the 

highly contagious Delta variant has become an 
increasing threat to unvaccinated Americans. 

Among active-duty members in the Navy, 77 
percent have had at least one shot, Pentagon 
officials said; in the Army, the figure is 70 
percent, well above civilian rates. In the Air 
Force, 61 percent of service members have had 
at least one dose, and in the Marine Corps, it is 
58 percent, barely more than it was at the 
beginning of the year, when shots became 
available. 

Bouquet displayed at Veterans Association of 
North County for Memorial Day. (J. Ashby) 

 


